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Press release
Riga, 12 October 2009

Long term perspective for the territorial development of the Baltic Sea Region till 2030 will be proposed in Vilnius 
A conference of ministers responsible for spatial planning and development of 11 Baltic Sea Region countries is to be held in Vilnius, Lithuania on 16 October 2009 in order to examine level of territorial cohesion in the Baltic Sea region and future co-operation between the Vision and Strategies around the Baltic Sea (VASAB) member states.  


Ministerial conference in Vilnius will define new tasks and targets to be achieved in territorial development of the Baltic Sea Region by 2030. These tasks will promote urban networking and urban-rural cooperation, improve internal and external accessibility of the Region, and enhance maritime spatial planning and management. The overall goal remains unchanged – create Baltic Sea Region as attractive living space promoting creativity and initiative of its citizens. Thus space will provide a positive impact on joint economic achievements of the Region also enhancing its competitiveness and increasing its role on the global scale.
The new strategy VASAB 2030 will born in mind that overcoming of macroeconomic disparities among the countries of the Region is still a vital objective. It is important to shape the Baltic Sea Region into a place attracting investors from all around the world. It is especially crucial now when each region and each country are struggling to attract financial resources. The issue regarding development of peripheral cities of the countries of the Baltic Sea Region and their connection with rural territories is still topical. Many cities of the Region have a potential of becoming development hubs of European significance providing knowledge intensive services.
Environmental issues are still important. Therefore, it is important to promote the use of environmentally friendly modes of transport in the Region. It is essential to use renewable resources as much as possible for energy production, and to diversify types of energy generation to reduce dependence not only on fossil fuels, but also on one type of energy generation. It is also essential to ensure the creation of an energy supply system in order to reduce energy losses.

High level expert and stakeholder workshop on maritime spatial planning challenges in the Baltic Sea will take place back to back with the ministerial meeting in Vilnius on 15 October. The policy proposals worked out during the workshop will be reported to the ministers. The increased transport flow and fishing, EU requirements concerning protection of nature territories, as well as new economic activities in the sea (e.g. construction of gas pipelines, installation of electricity and data transmission cables, oil extraction, wind parks) have created several potential conflict areas over the past decade. In order to solve the conflicts and to prevent the emergence of new conflicts in the future, the countries of the Region should carry out a mutually coordinated spatial planning of the sea. Moreover, this work should be commenced as soon as possible, as traffic intensity in the sea will increase simultaneously with economic recovery.

VASAB is an intergovernmental co-operation providing a ministerial platform and expert network for 11 Baltic Sea Region countries to coordinate spatial planning and development: Germany, Poland, Russia, Belarus, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Finland, Norway, Sweden and Denmark. It is guided by the conference of ministers and steered by Committee on Spatial Development of the Baltic Sea Region where German Länders adjacent to the Baltic Sea and Russian North West Oblasts and city of St Petersburg are also represented. Lithuania is the chairing country of VASAB between 1 July 2009 and 30 June 2010. The Ministry of the Environment is representing Lithuania in VASAB cooperation. 
More information can be found at www.vasab.org.

This high profile gathering marks the 15th anniversary of the approval in Tallinn the first vision of spatial development of the countries of the Baltic Sea Region and a long-term development strategy of the Region or VASAB 2010 (Vision and Strategies around the Baltic Sea till 2010). Since then Baltic Sea Region has become one of the fastest growing macro regions in the world. Now some countries of the Region experience impact of the global financial crisis.
This is the 7th ministerial conference for spatial planning and development of the Region. The previous meeting took place in September 2005 in Gdansk, Poland.

Journalists are kindly invited to attend the Maritime Spatial Planning Workshop on 15 October 2009 at the hotel Radisson SAS Astorija, Didzioji str. 35/2, Vilnius, starting at 10:30 a.m. Press conference of ministers is scheduled on 16 October, 2009 at 12:45 a.m. in the conference hall “Carmen” of Hotel Artis Centrum at the Hotel Artis Centrum, Liejyklos str. 11/23, Vilnius, Lithuania.

Additional TV and photo opportunities will be given also during the ministerial session, at around 11:30 a.m.
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