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Press release 
16 October 2009, Vilnius

Baltic Sea Region Ministers Responsible for Spatial Planning and Development announce priorities for future actions

A conference of ministers responsible for spatial planning and development of 11 Baltic Sea Region countries today, on 16 October 2009, was held in Vilnius, Lithuania.  Conference examined level of territorial cohesion in the Baltic Sea region and announced future actions between the Baltic Sea Region ministries within the framework of Vision and Strategies around the Baltic Sea (VASAB) cooperation. New challenges for pan-Baltic cooperation to achieve a territorially integrated region were summarized in Declaration adopted by ministers. 
In the Vilnius Declaration ministers suggested deeper discussion with relevant stakeholders on urban networks and urban-rural relations towards a knowledge-based development of the Baltic Sea Region, spread experience of good performing small and medium size cities of all areas and develop new forms of urban-rural partnership in view of the growing urban-rural divergence, making use of experience of respective countries and relevant projects.

Ministers agreed to enter into a dialogue with the European Commission, relevant national ministries and stakeholders towards implementing the proposals on improving the external and internal accessibility of the region taking into consideration aspects of transport demand, regional impact and expediency.

It was also agreed to promote the introduction and development of Maritime Spatial Planning in the Region, making use of experiences made in the Region and else where.

Ministers welcomed the new VASAB Long Term Perspective for the Territorial Development of the Baltic Sea Region, prepared for the period till 2030 and presented at the meeting. 

During present times, new common responsibilities and challenges have emerged which call for deeper pan-Baltic co-operation on spatial planning and development and integration of spatial development policies into all relevant sectors. The present economic restructuring has different effects in different places. Place-based planning and development policies have to react on that. There is a growing understanding that the Baltic Sea itself is in urgent need of maritime spatial planning. The new Long Term Perspective for the Territorial Development of the Baltic Sea Region is an effort to define important challenges with a trans-national relevance and to illustrate how to deal with them.  

Spatial planning is more than ever a cross- sectoral exercise and therefore in clear need of involvement of many actors. The array of actions in the Long Term Perspective can only be identified, decided upon and implemented in close co-operation with other pan-Baltic organisations and partners from public as well as private sector. Common efforts are needed to fulfil them. Therefore, the Long Term Perspective invites pan-Baltic organisations, institutions as well as national and regional authorities to co-operate in a transparent and efficient way.  

The specific added value provided by VASAB to the co-operation and development in the Region is its expertise in long lasting international co-operation in spatial planning. 

VASAB Committee on Spatial Planning and Development will monitor the territorial development of the Region and will report periodically to the ministers responsible for spatial planning and development and impart this information to the national governments, the European Commission and relevant stakeholders.

Ministers decided that next Ministerial Conference will present the progress on implementing the Long Term Perspective on Territorial Development with particular emphasis on the progress on Maritime Spatial Planning in the Baltic Sea Region.

Concluding the event Minister of Environment of Lithuania Gediminas Kazlauskas underlined: “This Ministerial Conference gives important guidelines for next years to come. The major item – maritime spatial planning being a joint priority of all the co-operating countries around the Baltic sea, together with urban development and ensuring of accessibility and consequently – territorial cohesion of all the Baltic Sea Region and Europe – becomes our major task for the years to come. Co-operation with the stakeholders of the Baltic Sea Region is a prerequisite for the successful realisation of this endeavour.”
This ministerial meeting marked the 15th anniversary of the first long term spatial strategy of the Baltic Sea Region VASAB 2010 and it is the 7th ministerial conference for spatial planning and development of the Region. The previous one took place in September 2005 in Gdansk, Poland.
VASAB is an intergovernmental co-operation providing a ministerial platform and expert network for 11 Baltic Sea Region countries to coordinate spatial planning and development: Germany, Poland, Russia, Belarus, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Finland, Norway, Sweden and Denmark. It is guided by the conference of ministers and steered by Committee on Spatial Development of the Baltic Sea Region where German Länders adjacent to the Baltic Sea and Russian North West Oblasts and city of St.Petersburg are also represented. Lithuania is the chairing country of VASAB between 1 July 2009 and 30 June 2010. The Ministry of the Environment is representing Lithuania in VASAB cooperation. 
More information can be found at www.vasab.org.
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