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Press release, September 2009
VASAB Ministerial Conference on the Long-Term Perspective for the Territorial Development of the Baltic Sea Region will take place in Vilnius

A conference of ministers responsible for spatial planning and development of 11 Baltic Sea Region countries is to be held in Vilnius, Lithuania on 16 October 2009 in order to examine level of territorial cohesion in the Baltic Sea region and future co-operation between the Vision and Strategies around the Baltic Sea (VASAB) member states.  
The main focus of the gathering will be the improved territorial integration of the Baltic Sea Region and its integration with other areas of Europe. Discussion will be dedicated to the Long-Term Perspective for the Territorial Development of the Baltic Sea Region with regard to trends and challenges for territorial development, territorial cohesion and perspective till 2030, with focus on urban networking and urban rural relations, accessibility, as well as the sea space planning and management. 

This high profile gathering marks the 15th anniversary of the foundation of VASAB and it is the 7th ministerial conference for spatial planning and development of the Region. The previous one took place in September 2005 in Gdansk, Poland.
VASAB is an intergovernmental co-operation providing a ministerial platform and expert network for 11 Baltic Sea Region countries to coordinate spatial planning and development: Germany, Poland, Russia, Belarus, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Finland, Norway, Sweden and Denmark. It is guided by the conference of ministers and steered by Committee on Spatial Development of the Baltic Sea Region where German Länders adjacent to the Baltic Sea and Russian North West Oblasts and city of St.Petersburg are also represented. Lithuania is the chairing country of VASAB between 1 July 2009 and 30 June 2010. The Ministry of the Environment is representing Lithuania in VASAB cooperation. 
More information can be found at www.vasab.org.
Journalists are kindly invited to attend the event, which starts at 9:00, on 16 October, 2009 at the Hotel Artis Centrum, Liejyklos str. 11/23, Vilnius, Lithuania. Press conference is scheduled at 12:45 a.m. in the conference hall “Carmen” of Hotel Artis Centrum.
Additional TV and photo opportunities will be given also during the ministerial session, at around 11:30 a.m.

Media accreditation:  

Ms. Indrė Kumpikevičiūtė, chief officer of  Public Information and Public Relations department, Ministry of the Environment
A.Jaksto street 4/9, LT-01105 Vilnius, Lithuania
Phone: +370 5 261 5339, e-mail: i.kumpikeviciute@am.lt
Additional information about VASAB:
Mr. Talis Linkaits, Head of VASAB Secretariat 

Elizabetes street 19, Riga, LV- 1010, Latvia

Phone: + 371 67350630, fax.: + 371 67350626, e-mail: info@vasab.org
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